Unveiling the Truth: How Capitalism and
Christianity Fueled the Downfall of the
American Dream

The American Dream—a vision of prosperity, opportunity, and social
mobility —has long been a defining ideal of the United States. However, in
recent decades, this dream has come under increasing scrutiny as growing
inequality, social unrest, and environmental degradation have cast a
shadow over the nation's promise.

In his groundbreaking work, "Capitalism, Christianity, and the Unmaking of
the American Dream," historian and sociologist Michael Garrahan delves
deep into the historical roots of these challenges, revealing the insidious
ways in which capitalism and Christianity have intertwined to undermine the
very foundations of the American Dream.
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The Corrosive Impact of Capitalism

Garrahan argues that the relentless pursuit of profit and accumulation
inherent in capitalism has created a system that prioritizes the interests of
the wealthy and powerful over the well-being of society as a whole. This
unbridled capitalism has led to extreme levels of inequality, with the gap
between the rich and the poor widening at an alarming rate.

The author paints a vivid picture of how this inequality has manifested in
the American economy. The decline of labor unions and the erosion of
workers' rights have weakened the bargaining power of ordinary citizens,
leading to stagnant wages and a shrinking middle class. Meanwhile,
corporations have amassed unprecedented wealth and influence, wielding
their power to shape policies that benefit their own interests at the expense
of the common good.

The Complicity of Christianity

While capitalism has played a major role in the erosion of the American
Dream, Garrahan also points to the complicity of Christianity in this decline.
He argues that the Protestant ethic, with its emphasis on individual
responsibility, hard work, and accumulation of wealth, has been co-opted
by capitalism to justify exploitation and inequality.

The author traces the historical connections between Christianity and
capitalism, showing how religious leaders have often served as apologists
for the excesses of the free market system. By preaching a prosperity
gospel that equated wealth with God's favor, they have helped to legitimize
the pursuit of profit above all else.

The Unmaking of the American Dream



The combined forces of capitalism and Christianity have created a society
that is increasingly divided and unjust. Garrahan describes how the
American Dream has become a distant reality for many, as they struggle to
make ends meet, access quality healthcare, or afford a decent education.

The author also highlights the devastating impact of this system on the
environment. The relentless pursuit of economic growth has led to rampant
pollution, climate change, and the depletion of natural resources. These
environmental crises threaten not only the quality of life for future
generations but also the very foundations of human civilization.

Restoring the Dream

In the face of these daunting challenges, Garrahan does not offer easy
solutions. However, he argues that the path to restoring the American
Dream lies in recognizing the flaws of both capitalism and Christianity and
in embracing alternative visions of society.

He calls for a more equitable economic system that prioritizes social justice
and sustainability. He also advocates for a Christianity that is rooted in love,
compassion, and liberation, rather than the pursuit of wealth and power.

"Capitalism, Christianity, and the Unmaking of the American Dream" is a
powerful and thought-provoking work that sheds light on the complex
forces that have undermined the American Dream. By exposing the
insidious ways in which capitalism and Christianity have intertwined to
create a society that is increasingly unequal, unjust, and unsustainable,
Garrahan calls for a radical rethinking of our values and priorities.



This book is essential reading for anyone who cares about the future of the
United States and the well-being of its citizens. It is a timely and urgent call
to action, reminding us that the American Dream is not a static ideal but a
living aspiration that must be constantly fought for and renewed.
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