
Unveiling the Secrets of Australian Coastal
Gardens: A Journey through Diana
Somerville's Masterpiece
A Tapestry of Coastal Beauty

Australia's coastline is a vast and diverse canvas, stretching for over
35,000 kilometers and encompassing a kaleidoscope of landscapes. From
the golden shores of Bondi Beach to the windswept cliffs of the Great
Australian Bight, each coastal region boasts its own unique flora and
challenges for gardeners.
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In her captivating book, 'Australian Coastal Gardens', renowned author and
horticulturist Diana Somerville takes us on a captivating journey through
some of the most stunning coastal gardens in the country. Through vibrant
photography and insightful commentary, Somerville unveils the secrets
behind these enchanting landscapes, highlighting the challenges and
rewards of coastal gardening.
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Somerville's meticulous research and personal experiences shine through
on every page, offering readers a wealth of practical tips and inspiration for
creating their own coastal havens. Whether you are a seasoned gardener
or just starting your journey into the world of coastal gardening, this book is
an invaluable resource.
Unveiling the Coastal Flora

One of the most fascinating aspects of Australian coastal gardens is the
diverse range of plants that thrive in these often-harsh conditions.
Somerville introduces readers to a multitude of salt-tolerant, drought-
resistant, and wind-resistant species that have adapted to the unique
challenges of the coastal environment.

From the vibrant blooms of kangaroo paws to the silvery foliage of coastal
rosemary, Somerville provides detailed descriptions and stunning images of
these remarkable plants. She also offers practical advice on plant selection,
planting techniques, and care tips to help gardeners create thriving coastal
gardens.

Masters of Coastal Design

Besides showcasing the beauty of coastal flora, 'Australian Coastal
Gardens' also highlights the artistry and skill of the landscape designers
who have created these breathtaking spaces. Somerville profiles several
renowned designers, including Phillip Johnson, Paul Bangay, and Rick
Eckersley, sharing their insights and design principles for coastal gardens.

Through stunning photography and detailed descriptions, the book explores
the various design elements that make coastal gardens so special—from
the use of natural materials like stone and timber to the careful integration
of coastal features like dunes and salt marshes. Somerville also discusses



the importance of sustainability in coastal gardening, emphasizing the need
to protect and preserve the delicate coastal ecosystem.
Practical Guidance for Coastal Gardeners

While coastal gardening offers unique challenges, it also presents a wealth
of opportunities for creative and rewarding gardening experiences.
Somerville's book provides practical guidance to help readers overcome
these challenges and create their own coastal paradises.

Somerville covers a range of topics essential for coastal gardeners,
including:

Soil preparation and improvement

Watering and irrigation

Fertilization and plant nutrition

Pest and disease management

Shelter and wind protection

Plant selection and placement

Somerville's clear and concise writing style, coupled with her extensive
knowledge and experience, makes 'Australian Coastal Gardens' an
indispensable guide for anyone interested in creating a beautiful and
thriving coastal garden.

A Visual Feast for the Soul

Beyond its practical value, 'Australian Coastal Gardens' is also a visual
masterpiece, featuring over 300 stunning photographs that capture the
essence of coastal landscapes and gardens. Somerville's keen eye for



detail and her ability to capture the subtle nuances of coastal beauty make
this book a true work of art.

Each photograph is a testament to the resilience and adaptability of coastal
plants and the creativity and skill of the gardeners who tend them. Whether
you are planning your own coastal garden or simply seeking inspiration, the
images in this book will ignite your imagination and leave you yearning for
the salty tang of the ocean breeze and the vibrant colors of coastal flora.

'Australian Coastal Gardens' by Diana Somerville is more than just a
gardening book—it is an invitation to explore the unique beauty of
Australia's coastline and to create your own slice of coastal paradise.
Through its vibrant photography, insightful commentary, and practical
guidance, this book will inspire and empower you to create a garden that
reflects the essence of the Australian coast—a place of beauty, resilience,
and endless possibilities.

Free Download Your Copy Today
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