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The Obama Portraits, created by Kehinde Wiley and Amy Sherald for the
National Portrait Gallery in Washington, D.C., are a groundbreaking work of
contemporary art that has captivated the nation and the world. These two
portraits, one of Barack Obama by Wiley and one of Michelle Obama by
Sherald, stand as a testament to the power of art to represent and inspire,
as well as the significance of representation in shaping our collective
history.

Kehinde Wiley's portrait of Barack Obama depicts the former president
seated in a regal pose, surrounded by lush foliage and adorned with
symbolic elements that pay homage to his African heritage. Wiley's
signature style, known for its vibrant colors and intricate patterns, brings a
sense of majesty and opulence to the portrait, elevating Obama's presence
and underscoring his status as a transformative figure in American history.

Amy Sherald's portrait of Michelle Obama captures the former first lady in a
more intimate and introspective pose, seated against a pale blue
background. Sherald's use of the color gray, a deliberate choice to avoid
defining Obama's race, encourages viewers to focus on her humanity and
the universality of her story. The portrait exudes a sense of grace, strength,
and resilience, reflecting Obama's embodiment of empowerment and the
power of representation for women and girls of color.

Together, these two portraits represent a shift in the way that black identity
is represented in art. They challenge traditional notions of power and
leadership, while also celebrating the beauty and diversity of the African
American experience. The Obama Portraits have become a source of
inspiration and pride for people of all races and backgrounds, proving that



art has the ability to transcend boundaries and unite us in our shared
humanity.

In addition to their artistic significance, the Obama Portraits have also
sparked important conversations about race, representation, and the role of
art in society. They have been the subject of numerous exhibitions, articles,
and discussions, and have inspired countless people to reflect on their own
experiences of representation and identity.

The Obama Portraits are a powerful reminder of the importance of
representation in art and the enduring legacy of Barack and Michelle
Obama. They are a testament to the transformative power of art and its
ability to inspire, unite, and create lasting change.

About the Artists

Kehinde Wiley is a contemporary American artist known for his large-scale
portraits of black men and women. His work often explores themes of race,
identity, and representation. Wiley's portraits are characterized by their
vibrant colors, intricate patterns, and regal poses, which elevate his
subjects to positions of power and dignity.

Amy Sherald is a contemporary American artist known for her intimate and
introspective portraits. Her work often focuses on black women and girls,
and she uses her art to explore themes of identity, beauty, and
representation. Sherald's portraits are characterized by their muted colors,
simple compositions, and quiet strength, which invite viewers to connect
with the humanity of her subjects.

The Obama Portraits: A Closer Look



The Obama Portraits are currently on display at the National Portrait
Gallery in Washington, D.C. The gallery has created a dedicated website
for the portraits, which includes high-resolution images, videos, and essays
by leading art historians and critics. The website also provides information
on the artists, the process of creating the portraits, and the impact they
have had on American culture.

Visitors to the National Portrait Gallery can see the Obama Portraits in
person and experience their power and beauty firsthand. The portraits are
a must-see for anyone interested in contemporary art, American history, or
the power of representation.

The Obama Portraits are a groundbreaking work of art that has captured
the imagination of the nation and the world. They are a testament to the
power of art to represent and inspire, as well as the significance of
representation in shaping our
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