
Unveiling the Jazz Life of Choreographer
Cholly Atkins: A Dance Legacy Unparalleled
A Pioneer of the Swing Era

In the electrifying era of the 1930s, when swing music captivated the
nation, Cholly Atkins emerged as a visionary choreographer whose moves
would forever shape the language of jazz dance. Born in the bustling
metropolis of Los Angeles, Atkins grew up immersed in the rhythms and
melodies that would define his life's work.
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At a time when jazz was primarily confined to smoky nightclubs and
underground speakeasies, Atkins dared to break the mold, bringing the
vibrant energy of jazz dance to the mainstream. His collaborations with
iconic swing bands like the Duke Ellington Orchestra and Benny
Goodman's Quartet propelled him into the limelight, making him one of the
most sought-after choreographers of his generation.
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From Broadway to Hollywood

As the popularity of jazz soared, so too did Atkins' career. He left an
indelible mark on the Broadway stage, crafting captivating dance
sequences for shows like "Hot Mikado" and "Porgy and Bess," earning
accolades for his innovative and energetic choreography.

His reputation quickly spread to Hollywood, where he became a sought-
after talent for countless musical films. Atkins' choreography brought to life
the golden age of movie musicals, with his memorable routines in films like
"Swing Time" and "The Wizard of Oz" becoming enduring classics.

Exploring the Rhythms of Life

Beyond his professional pursuits, Atkins led a colorful and eventful life that
mirrored the vibrancy of his choreography. His marriage to the renowned
"Ebony" magazine photographer Bob Douglass provided inspiration and
support, while his friendships with legendary figures like Sammy Davis Jr.
and Frank Sinatra added to the allure of his life story.

In the 1960s, Atkins expanded his horizons, becoming a cultural
ambassador for jazz dance, teaching and performing around the globe. He
shared his knowledge and passion with students from all walks of life,
inspiring generations of dancers to embrace the transformative power of
jazz.

Preserving a Legacy

The legacy of Cholly Atkins extends far beyond his groundbreaking
choreography. He was an ardent advocate for the recognition and
preservation of jazz dance, establishing the Cholly Atkins and Associates



company to mentor young dancers and showcase the history and evolution
of jazz dance.

Today, the Cholly Atkins Archives at the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill houses a treasure trove of his personal papers, dance notation,
and archival footage, ensuring that his contributions to the art form will
continue to inspire and enchant for years to come.

A Dance Icon for the Ages

Cholly Atkins' life and work embody the very essence of jazz dance: a
vibrant, expressive, and ever-evolving art form that captures the heartbeat
of a nation. His legacy continues to inspire and influence dancers and
choreographers, shaping the landscape of jazz dance for generations to
come.

In the words of revered dance historian Marshall Stearns, "Cholly Atkins
was the consummate dancer, teacher, and choreographer. He was one of
the great innovators who shaped the development of jazz dance, and his
work continues to be a source of inspiration today."

Immerse yourself in the captivating life and art of Cholly Atkins, a true
dance icon whose legacy will forever resonate in the vibrant tapestry of jazz
history.
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