
Unveiling the Forgotten Story: America's Most
Famous Trial Lawyer in Los Angeles, 1911-
1913
In the tumultuous landscape of early 20th century America, a legal
battle emerged that would forever etch its mark on the annals of
history. Los Angeles, a burgeoning city on the cusp of greatness,
played host to a trial that captivated the nation and catapulted an
ordinary lawyer to extraordinary heights. This is the forgotten story of
Clarence Darrow, America's most famous trial lawyer, and the
captivating events that unfolded in Los Angeles between 1911 and
1913.

Clarence Darrow, a self-educated lawyer from Ohio, had already made
a name for himself as a fiery and unconventional defender of the
working class. In 1911, he was hired to represent the leaders of the
McNamara brothers, a labor union accused of bombing the Los
Angeles Times building, killing 21 people. The trial, known as the
McNamara Trial, quickly became a national sensation, with Darrow
facing off against the formidable prosecutor, District Attorney John D.
Fredericks.

Darrow's defense strategy was both brilliant and audacious. Instead
of contesting the evidence directly, he argued that the bombing was
the result of a larger class struggle, pitting the wealthy elite against
the downtrodden workers. He painted a vivid picture of the injustices
suffered by the McNamara brothers and their fellow union members,
arguing that their actions were a desperate cry for justice.
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The trial lasted for months, with Darrow's passionate oratory and
razor-sharp intellect captivating the courtroom. He presented a
compelling case, exposing the corruption and greed that permeated
the Los Angeles establishment. The jury, swayed by Darrow's
eloquence and the sympathetic portrayal of the McNamara brothers,
acquitted two of the defendants and hung the jury on the remaining
three.

The McNamara Trial was a watershed moment in Darrow's career. His
victory transformed him into a national celebrity and established him
as the undisputed master of criminal law. But his work in Los Angeles
did not end there.

In 1913, Darrow was retained to defend Thomas McNulty, a wealthy
businessman accused of murdering his mistress. The McNulty Trial
was another sensational case that captivated the city. Darrow's
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strategy this time was to portray McNulty as a victim of circumstance,
driven to violence by the woman's manipulative behavior. He argued
that McNulty was not responsible for his actions, as he was suffering
from temporary insanity at the time of the murder.

Once again, Darrow's brilliance prevailed. He deftly dismantled the
prosecution's case, casting doubt on the key evidence and presenting
a compelling portrait of McNulty's mental state. The jury found
McNulty guilty of manslaughter, a far lesser charge than murder.
Darrow's masterful defense had saved his client from a far more
severe punishment.

Darrow's time in Los Angeles left an indelible mark on the city's legal
history. He not only won some of the most high-profile cases of his
career but also played a significant role in shaping the legal
landscape of the region.

The McNamara and McNulty trials demonstrated Darrow's exceptional
legal skills and his unwavering commitment to justice. He challenged
the status quo, defended the underdog, and exposed the injustices
and hypocrisies of his time. His legacy as America's most famous trial
lawyer continues to inspire generations of legal professionals and
advocates.

The Forgotten Story Of America Most Famous Trial Lawyer Los
Angeles 1911 1913 is a compelling and informative account of
Darrow's extraordinary years in Los Angeles. It is a must-read for
anyone interested in law, history, or the life of one of America's most
iconic figures.
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