
The Ultimate Guide to Repotting Orchids Like
a Pro: An Excerpt from Geraldine Powell's
Masterpiece
Orchids are one of the most popular and beautiful flowering plants in the
world. They come in a wide variety of colors, shapes, and sizes, and they
can add a touch of elegance to any home or office. However, orchids can
be a bit finicky, and one of the most important things you can do to keep
them healthy is to repot them regularly.
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Repotting orchids is not as difficult as it may seem, but it is important to do
it correctly. If you repot your orchid too often, you can damage its roots. If
you repot it too infrequently, the roots can become cramped and the plant
will not be able to get the nutrients it needs to thrive.

In her book, How to Repot Orchids, Geraldine Powell provides a
comprehensive guide to everything you need to know about repotting
orchids. She covers topics such as:
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When to repot orchids

How to choose the right pot

How to prepare your orchid for repotting

How to repot your orchid step-by-step

How to care for your orchid after repotting

Geraldine Powell is an orchid expert with over 30 years of experience. She
has written several books on orchids, and she is a frequent speaker at
orchid shows and conferences. Her book, How to Repot Orchids, is the
definitive guide to orchid repotting. It is packed with clear, concise
instructions and beautiful photographs that will help you repot your orchids
like a pro.

If you are new to orchid care, or if you have struggled to repot orchids in
the past, I highly recommend Geraldine Powell's book. It is a valuable
resource that will help you keep your orchids healthy and blooming for
years to come.

An Excerpt from How to Repot Orchids

Here is an excerpt from Geraldine Powell's book, How to Repot Orchids:

When to Repot Orchids

The best time to repot orchids is in the spring or early summer, when they
are actively growing. However, you can repot orchids at any time of year if
they are rootbound or if they have outgrown their pot.



Signs that your orchid needs to be repotted include:

Roots growing out of the drainage holes

Roots circling the inside of the pot

The orchid is wobbling in its pot

The orchid is not blooming as much as it used to

The orchid has been in the same pot for more than two years

If you see any of these signs, it is time to repot your orchid.

How to Choose the Right Pot

The type of pot you choose for your orchid is important. The pot should be
made of a material that allows air to circulate around the roots, such as clay
or plastic. The pot should also have drainage holes to allow excess water
to drain away.

The size of the pot you choose will depend on the size of your orchid. The
pot should be large enough to accommodate the orchid's roots, but it
should not be too large, as this can lead to overwatering.

How to Prepare Your Orchid for Repotting

Before you repot your orchid, you will need to prepare it. This includes
removing the orchid from its pot, gently loosening the roots, and removing
any dead or damaged roots.



To remove the orchid from its pot, gently turn the pot upside down and tap
the rim of the pot on a table or countertop. The orchid should slide out of
the pot easily.

Once the orchid is out of the pot, gently loosen the roots with your fingers.
Be careful not to damage the roots.

Remove any dead or damaged roots with a sharp knife or scissors. Cut the
roots at a 45-degree angle.

How to Repot Your Orchid Step-by-Step

Now that you have prepared your orchid for repotting, you can follow these
steps to repot it:

1. Fill the new pot with fresh orchid potting mix. The potting mix should be
loose and well-draining.

2. Make a hole in the potting mix large enough to accommodate the
orchid's roots.

3. Place the orchid in the hole and gently spread its roots out.

4. Fill the remaining space in the pot with potting mix, and gently tamp it
down to firm it.

5. Water the orchid thoroughly and let the excess water drain away.

How to Care for Your Orchid After Repotting

After you have repotted your orchid, it is important to care for it properly.
This includes watering it regularly, fertilizing it monthly, and providing it with



bright, indirect light.

Water your orchid when the potting mix is almost dry to the touch. Do not
overwater your orchid, as this can lead to root rot.

Fertilize your orchid monthly with a balanced orchid fertilizer. Follow the
directions on the fertilizer package.

Provide your orchid with bright, indirect light. Orchids do not like direct
sunlight, as this can scorch their leaves.

By following these tips, you can help your orchid thrive after repotting.

I hope this excerpt from Geraldine Powell's book has helped you to learn
more about repotting orchids. For more in-depth information, please consult
her book, How to Repot Orchids.



About the Author

Geraldine Powell is an orchid expert with over 30 years of experience. She
has written several books on orchids, and she is a frequent speaker at
orchid shows and conferences.
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Geraldine's passion for orchids began at a young age. She grew up in a
family of orchid growers, and she was fascinated by the beauty and
diversity of these plants.

After graduating from college, Geraldine worked as a horticulturalist at a
botanical garden. She specialized in orchids, and she quickly became
known for her expertise.

In 1995, Geraldine published her first book on orchids. The book was a
bestseller, and it helped to make her one of the world's leading orchid
experts.
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