
The Incredible True Story of Shipwreck,
Enslavement, and Survival on the Sahara
In the annals of maritime history, the story of the Spanish ship San Antonio,
wrecked on the treacherous shores of the Sahara in 1622, stands as a
testament to the indomitable spirit of those who survived unimaginable
hardships and horrors.
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The San Antonio was a galleon bound for the New World, carrying a crew
of over 300 men and a valuable cargo of silver and gold. But on a fateful
night, the ship was caught in a fierce storm and driven ashore on the
desolate coast of Morocco.

The survivors of the wreck found themselves stranded on a hostile shore,
surrounded by hostile tribesmen. Many were killed or taken captive, but a
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small group managed to escape and make their way to the nearest outpost
of European civilization.

Among the survivors was a young Spanish woman named Maria Alvar de
la Cruz. Maria had been traveling with her husband, who was the ship's
captain. When the ship was wrecked, Maria was separated from her
husband and taken captive by a group of Moroccan raiders.

Maria's ordeal would last for over two years. She was sold into slavery and
forced to work as a servant in the household of a wealthy Moroccan family.
She was beaten, starved, and subjected to numerous other indignities.

But throughout her ordeal, Maria never gave up hope. She dreamed of
escape and of seeing her husband again. And finally, in 1624, she was able
to make her way to freedom.

Maria's story is a testament to the strength of the human spirit. It is a story
of courage, resilience, and hope. It is a story that will inspire all who read it.

Buy the Book

The Incredible True Story of Shipwreck, Enslavement, and Survival on the
Sahara is available now from all major booksellers.



Book Reviews

"A gripping and unforgettable account of one woman's incredible journey
through slavery and survival." - The New York Times

"A powerful and moving story that will stay with you long after you finish
reading it." - The Washington Post
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"A must-read for anyone interested in history, adventure, or the human
spirit." - The Guardian
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