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Benjamin Elijah Mays (1894–1984),a prominent educator, minister, civil
rights activist, and sociologist, served as the seventh president of
Morehouse College from 1940 to 1966. During his tenure, Mays
transformed Morehouse into a leading institution of higher learning and a
focal point for the Civil Rights Movement.
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This article delves into the captivating journey of how Mays, with his
unwavering commitment to excellence and social justice, shaped
Morehouse College's destiny, leaving an enduring legacy that continues to
inspire generations of scholars and activists.
Educational Impact

Mays believed that education was the key to empowering African
Americans. Under his leadership, Morehouse College implemented a
rigorous academic curriculum that emphasized critical thinking, intellectual
curiosity, and leadership development.

Mays introduced new programs in the social sciences, humanities, and pre-
professional fields, expanding the college's offerings and preparing
students for success in various careers. He also established the Atlanta
University Center Consortium, a partnership between six historically Black
colleges and universities, which fostered collaboration and shared
resources.

Mays' emphasis on academic excellence and personal growth transformed
Morehouse College into a highly regarded institution, attracting top
students and renowned faculty. The college's reputation as a center for
intellectual and social progress drew students from across the nation and
beyond.

Civil Rights Leadership

Mays was a staunch advocate for civil rights and racial equality. As
president of Morehouse College, he used his platform to speak out against
segregation, disenfranchisement, and other forms of discrimination.



Mays played a pivotal role in the Civil Rights Movement, serving as a
mentor and advisor to Martin Luther King Jr. and other young leaders. He
participated in marches, rallies, and protests, and his voice resonated with
people across the country.

Morehouse College became a hub for civil rights activism under Mays'
leadership. The college hosted conferences, workshops, and lectures that
addressed the pressing issues of the day. Mays also established the Martin
Luther King Jr. Collection at Morehouse College, preserving the legacy of
the iconic civil rights leader.
Enduring Legacy

Benjamin Mays' legacy as president of Morehouse College is profound and
far-reaching. Under his transformative leadership, the college became a
beacon of academic excellence, social justice, and civil rights advocacy.

Mays' commitment to education and equality continues to inspire
generations of Morehouse College graduates. Many of the college's alumni
have gone on to become leaders in various fields, including education,
politics, business, the arts, and the civil rights movement.

Mays' vision for Morehouse College as a force for positive change in
society remains steadfast. The college continues to grapple with the
challenges of race, inequality, and access to education, striving to uphold
the principles that Mays espoused.
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