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In the annals of American military history, there are few figures as
legendary as Colonel Francis "Gabby" Gabreski. A fighter pilot during World
War II and the Korean War, Gabreski was one of the most successful
fighter pilots in American history, with 28 confirmed aerial victories. He was
also a recipient of the Medal of Honor, the nation's highest military award
for valor.

Gabreski's life was one of adventure and danger. He was born in Oil City,
Pennsylvania, in 1919. He attended West Point, but was expelled in his
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junior year for academic deficiencies. He then joined the Army Air Corps
and was commissioned as a second lieutenant in 1941.

Gabreski's first combat experience came in World War II. He was assigned
to the 56th Fighter Group, which was based in England. Gabreski flew the
P-47 Thunderbolt, and he quickly became one of the most successful
fighter pilots in the group. He scored his first aerial victory in December
1943, and he went on to shoot down 27 more enemy aircraft during the
war.

Gabreski's skill as a fighter pilot was matched only by his courage. He was
known for his aggressive tactics and his willingness to take risks. He was
also a master of the "Gabreski Roll," a maneuver that allowed him to turn
his plane more quickly than his opponents.

Gabreski's exploits earned him a reputation as one of the best fighter pilots
in the world. He was awarded the Medal of Honor in 1944 for his actions
during a mission over Germany. On that mission, Gabreski shot down six
enemy aircraft, including two jets.

After the war, Gabreski continued to serve in the Air Force. He flew in the
Korean War, where he shot down three more enemy aircraft. He retired
from the Air Force in 1967 with the rank of colonel.

After his retirement from the Air Force, Gabreski worked as a television
commentator and author. He also appeared in several movies and
television shows, including "The Hunters" (1958) and "Hogan's Heroes"
(1965-1971).



Gabreski died in 2002 at the age of 83. He is buried in Arlington National
Cemetery.

Gabreski was a true American hero. He was a skilled fighter pilot, a
courageous leader, and a man of great character. His story is an inspiration
to all who serve in the military.

Legacy

Gabreski's legacy lives on today. He is considered one of the greatest
fighter pilots in American history. His tactics and techniques are still studied
by pilots today. He is also a role model for courage, determination, and
patriotism.

The story of Gabby Gabreski is a reminder that anything is possible if you
have the courage to follow your dreams. He was a man who lived life to the
fullest, and he achieved great things. He is an inspiration to us all.
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