
CDL Disqualifications and Violations: The
Ultimate Guide to Maintaining Your
Commercial Driver's License
As a professional truck driver, maintaining your Commercial Driver's
License (CDL) is essential. A CDL disqualification or violation can not only
impact your driving career but also your livelihood. This comprehensive
guide will provide you with everything you need to know about CDL
violations and disqualifications, including the most common offenses,
penalties, and how to avoid them. By following the tips and advice in this
guide, you can help keep your CDL clean and protect your driving career.

What is a CDL Disqualification?

A CDL disqualification is a suspension of your CDL for a period of time.
Disqualifications can range from 60 days to life, depending on the severity
of the offense. There are a number of reasons why you may be disqualified
from driving a commercial motor vehicle (CMV),including:
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Driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs

Leaving the scene of an accident

Driving without a valid CDL

Driving a CMV that is overweight or oversized

Refusing to submit to a drug or alcohol test

Violating the hours-of-service regulations

Committing a felony involving the use of a CMV

What is a CDL Violation?

A CDL violation is any offense that does not result in a disqualification.
Violations can be either moving or non-moving. Moving violations are those
that occur while you are operating a CMV, such as speeding, reckless
driving, or following too closely. Non-moving violations are those that occur
when you are not operating a CMV, such as failing to maintain your
logbook or failing to report a change of address. All CDL violations are
recorded on your driving record and can affect your ability to obtain or
maintain employment as a commercial driver.

Penalties for CDL Violations and Disqualifications

The penalties for CDL violations and disqualifications vary depending on
the severity of the offense. For minor violations, you may receive a warning
or a fine. For more serious offenses, you may be disqualified from driving
for a period of time or even permanently. In addition, you may also face
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criminal charges, such as DUI or reckless driving. The following table
outlines the penalties for some of the most common CDL violations and
disqualifications:

| Offense | Penalty | |---|---| | Speeding | Fine | | Reckless driving | Fine
and/or jail time | | Following too closely | Fine | | Failing to maintain logbook
| Fine | | Failing to report change of address | Fine | | DUI | Jail time, fines,
and loss of CDL | | Leaving the scene of an accident | Jail time, fines, and
loss of CDL | | Driving without a valid CDL | Fine and/or jail time | | Driving a
CMV that is overweight or oversized | Fine | | Refusing to submit to a drug
or alcohol test | Loss of CDL |

How to Avoid CDL Violations and Disqualifications

The best way to avoid CDL violations and disqualifications is to follow the
rules and regulations. This means obeying the speed limit, driving carefully,
and maintaining your CMV in good working condition. It also means being
aware of the hours-of-service regulations and getting enough rest before
driving. By following these tips, you can help keep your CDL clean and
protect your driving career.

Here are some additional tips for avoiding CDL violations and
disqualifications:

Never drive under the influence of alcohol or drugs.

Always obey the speed limit and other traffic laws.

Drive defensively and be aware of your surroundings.

Maintain your CMV in good working condition.



Be familiar with the hours-of-service regulations and get enough
rest before driving.

Report any changes to your address or driving record to the DMV.

Maintaining a clean CDL is essential for any professional truck driver. By
following the tips and advice in this guide, you can help avoid CDL
violations and disqualifications and protect your driving career. Remember,
the best way to avoid trouble is to follow the rules and regulations and
always drive safely.
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